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(HealthDay)— Subcutaneous botulinum toxin type A (BTX-A) injections
appear to safely and effectively reduce chronic neuropathic pain in patients
with spinal cord injury, according to a study published online Jan. 27 in the
Annals of Neurology.

|
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Zee-A Han, M.D., Ph.D., from the National Rehabilitation Center in Seoul,
South Korea, and colleagues evaluated a one-time subcutaneous BTX-A
(200 units) injection in 40 patients with spinal cord injury-associated
neuropathic pain. Pain and quality of life assessments were made before
treatment and at four weeks and eight weeks after the injection.

The researchers found that among the responders in the BTX-A group at four
and eight weeks after injection, 55 percent and 45 percent, respectively,
reported pain relief of 20 percent or greater. By comparison, only 15 percent
and 10 percent of the responders in the placebo group reported a similar
level of pain relief. Pain relief was tied to preservation of motor or sensory
function below the neurological level of injury. For the physical health domain
of the WHOQOL-BREF quality of life assessment, improvements in the BTX-
A group showed a marginal trend toward significance at four weeks after the
injection.

Medytox, a maker of botulinum toxin products, supported the study.
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A collaborative research group — led by researchers at Cleveland Clinic —
published findings that indicate a one-time injection immediately after spinal
cord injury can limit pain for an extended period of time.

New study taps into genetics of spinal pain
2014

Pain researchers at the University of Adelaide have launched a new study to
investigate the underlying reasons why some sufferers of spinal injury have
persistent pain and others don't.
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imaging-based study from researchers at the Perelman ...
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The amazing axon adventure February 5, 2016
How does the brain make connections, and how does it
maintain them? Cambridge neuroscientists and
mathematicians are using a variety of techniques to
understand how the brain 'wires up', and what it might be able
to tell ...
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